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Starr, Ryan. “Portrait of the artist as a real estate tycoon.” Toronto Star. 28 Aug 2010. Print.
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POWER BOOST

Cordless tools are not
what they used to be, 1112
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VICTORIAN GEM
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Yanic Simard is principal designer
at Toronto Interior Dasign Group.

Living large
in a small
house

Toronto designer Yanic
Simard gave himself a
tough assignment

DONNA LAPORTE

STAFF REPORTER
Designer Yanie Simard is proof that
you can live large in a small space.

The principal designer of the To-
ranto Interior Design Group re-
cently decided to rent a house and
renovate when he couldn't find a
suitable one to buy.

The 640-square-foot Victorian
house, in the Jane and Annette Sts.
area of Toronto, captivated him
with its high ceilings, oversized
baseboards and potential for an
outdoor deck.

'IjuatﬂelimloucMmiLwithlhe

1 ‘hood, with t
mgs.mlhlheh)uul.m&l&lepo-
tential that this place had,” says the
34-year-old Simard.

Just 14 feet at its widest point, the
house’s long and narrow dimen-
sions posed some interesting de-
sign

“As an interior designer, we are
furtunaheennughtnhumlhe\nsnn

wehw:lhttrlnltslumahertr@lt'
b says.
Simard and his team spent three
months on the project — about half
the time it would normally take
working for a client.
Having a team of talented

ers, as well as being able to custom
design furniture, is a huge advan-
tage, he admits, but in the end the
Elzxigﬁplin?_ipl:eisﬂwyusedmhe

Considerwhnt Simard has done in

SIMARD cantinued on HS

PATRON OF THE ARTS

ALICE’S

ADVENTURES
Colin and Justin turn a
ho-hum dining room
into Wonderland, 118

One more
reason to buy

a new home

MR&C HARRIS FOR THE TORONTO 5T/

Developer-artist Gary !vaeﬂmg brings a sense of fun to the ART Condos presentation centre in the Queen West neighbourhood.

Portrait of the artist

as a real estate tycoon

Renaissance man Gary
Silverberg has a knack
for expertly blending
his two specialties

RYAN STARR

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

Gary Silverbery is an artist. He also
happens to be a developer.

He admits, though, he wasn't
thrilled when marketing consul-
tants came up with the name for his
new project: ART Condos.

“T wasn't that warm to it at first”
Silverberg says one muggy after-
noon at the sales centre for ART, an
1l-storey, 152-unit midrise to be
built at Dovercourt Rd. and Sud-
bury 5t just south of Queen St W,

As an artist, Silverbery had reser-

bout the name; it la

bltmnmd.lmflli_
But the businessman in him rec-
market-

building would soon be part of.
“It was about getting people to re-
late to Queen West as being a
unigue hub of creativity,” he says,
Itworked. As of late summer, ART
was nearly 70 per cent sold, and
constriction is slated to begin mid-
October.

MEET THE HYBRID that is Gary
S‘Evelberg.nde\-elopemnisiw}mis
a unigque figure on T real

it ande.nlicnlacdaimfar
‘his work.

Silverberg has also been in the real
estate business for 30-plus years.
Currently he's president of Triangle
West Developments, and ART Can-
dos is the first project he's taken the
lead on.

His true love is art but Silverbergis
also a savvy businessman who
knows how to sell property.

He doesn't have trouble reconcil-
ing his two worlds, mind you. In-
deed, Silverberg'slong-standing be-
lief, the credo that's s.l'mped his
work in both spheres, is that busi-
nﬁssartandart is business.

BL busi and art”

ewmem

10fhis lifi ting
art—even hlmddnglmwm mwe—
ment — gamering inter

he says. "And hopefully 1 have
enough experience manoeuvring

d on H4
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A patron of the arts

SUVERBERG from H1

through the system to make every-
one happy and deliver for every-
body™

Silverberg’s kmack for blending his
ureas of speciolty is on display at
ART Condos.

T ensure both artistic authentic-
ity anel healthy sabes for the project,
Silverberg knew it was essential to
embrace and promote Queen
West's funky esthetic.

He began by sssembling a project
tequm thiat knew the area well. Ole-
son Worland Architects had
worked on the Trinity Bellwoods

the neighbourhood,” Silverbery
says, “They know where it B now
it's going. They kniw e
s and mentality of e

el
Onu bailt, the. Inhhynihh'l will

We don't want sonebody living
here and operating a normal busi-
ness”

The concept of dedicated Live-
work spaces for artists is new to
lor\:mlt! bt Sllw_rhcig doesn't

die

signers 3nd Unele hod refurbished

the Errake Hotel.
“Theyunderstand the evolution of

feature an art galler: the it
work of local artists, And ARTS  “Gary'saguy who has o passion for
ground foor will have live-work  innovative ideas,” says David Ole- (8
unuz- with 15-foot ceilings. nimed  son, ART' architect. “He's willing
cally 4t creative types. to experiment or consider plterna-
“Artists don't control their own  tive ways of doing things.” . e
destiny. They usunlly can’t afford to. AARGH HARMS FOR THE TORONTD STAR
So I'm trying to give them a bitof s BORN mto,Sil- - Gary g s a unique figure on Toronto's real estate scena.
biggier space here for | oy rhy imvolved i 1
Mot just anyone can buy o live:  the late 705 whil “L 1 did very well I it vas mch more inleresting. Hut
worksmtf.' aned econonmics at York University. e ot of fast, and itkind  you're in you figure:
et “It was really about money,” he  ofhooks mum)'nrhappl'm:ss”
es” Silverberg says, noting this  sys 1 took my real estate licence  Needless to say, Silverbery didnt  He went on to work as o tenant
could include painting. sculpture,  exam so | could have asummet job  retumn to York. representative on commercial and
music, fashion, dance and theatre.  selling real estate. ] wish I had stuck t il retail scouting loca-
tions and negotioting deals for cli-

Time for

Visit any branch or call a Mobile Mortgage Specialist
at 1-888-660-5965, www. i

your boss gives you a raise.

you give

your landlord notice.

With longer branch hours and Mobile Mortgage Specialists that
come to you, getting mortgage advice is convenient.

At TD Canada Trust we would like to add to the excitement of buying your first
home, not the stress. 5o when it's time to discuss your mortgage options, you can
meet with one of our in-branch representatives 8 'til late six days straight (check
our website for individual branch hours). Or one of our Mobile Mortgage Specialists
can come to you, days, evenings, weekends, even outside of branch hours, Just tell
us the "where” and "when” that works for you, and we'll help you understand
the "haw”. It's just another way we're making banking more comfortable.
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Canada Trust

Banking can be this comfortable

ents such as the Hard Rock Café,
I.ch-‘, Shopsy’s and The Pickle Bar-

Sﬂu_rh wiis also involved in the
field uf..m)upt leasing. coming up
with themes for retail develop-
ments.

*1 was u young guy and couldn’t
compele with Royal LePage, CB
Richnrd Ellis and Colliers.” he says
“Soywi created our own types of real
estate mad ol quite well - until the
TeCERSION.

The early 908 downtumn decp-
shied the real estate market, fresing
up Sitverberg to return to his pas-
shon.

“Real estate was over,” he sy
“Some people say they dabble inart.
1 had been dabbling in peal estate”

Now o dedicated artist, Silverberg
lnunched the “Reactionist Move-
mient,” whose followers ereate their
art “only during the heat of emo-
ton"

Silverberyy’s printings impressed
his friends, who encouraged him to
et his work on exhibit. He eventu
ally did o at Chinn Blues, o trendy
restiurant.

W put i up and stuff started 1o
sell off the walls to the point where
everything sobd,” he sys. “Teouldan't
figgure out whart was golig on

Spurred by his successful debut,
Sihverbery hnd several moro exhib-
its through the years, all premised
o his conviction that business is
furt suwd st s buesiniess.

Ll b thist ke nesbody husd really
Nakeen the s condition and the
wulture of business and turned it
o wn art commentary,” be siys. 1
figured business was the greatest
formi of wt of our time. Business
enn e incredibly creative and atfect
culture”

THMES HAVE CHANGED - these
days Sitverbeng Is back workdng in
real estate full-time. But he still be-
ligwes business and art are inexin
cably linked.

His latest passion is for digital
photography and guerrilla video
which b believes ane the defining
Formes of artistic expression for this
eneration.

“Gury's always getting seduiced by
i e, wd Ih gets really excited
about |hh anwe” says Gary M:ch:u-]

i the Ehle:im(l
s a conssltant for ART condos

Silverberg’s team launched the
Articulate compelition, bviting
Queen West denizens to submit
photus and videos that reflect ow
they see the neighbourhood

T'he iden was to reach out to the

cammnity while al the sane tme
\mmmlmu.lu. ART Condeos.
v decided that ART Condos
shuuld be the grousd sero for pro
claiming his absolute comviction
that cellphone photography and
video clips are the art of the future,
the new graffitl, Lrault siyvs.

I cleas will be plwyed in the
ART model suite, e builfing lot
by vl even projocted anko s
e surreunding luscways at mp‘Jll
like: goradfiti. Winning photos will be
displuyed at ART as part of 2 rotat-
g eehibit.

“We wanted to show the creativity
af the conumunity,” Silverberg says.

W waul cveryone in the ares i
spesk for thenselves and offer «
feel for what Queen West is all
about. So anybody whe fike.
vation or who's bored can oo
down here, tike a4 walk areund and
fee! the energy.

We wanted Ut tosetl tself

For more information, go b
wwnwartcondosen

s YUEKN WEST ART CRAWL:
rimnghe Wit Develogauents
of the: cightl
west At o ruw Frid,




