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Metropolitan Coptic Church, Toronto 2003
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The urban design strategy provides coherence to the whole complex and a sense of unique identity,
while it eschews treating the project as a single piece of architecture - it is neither a mega-project nor or

a self contained enclave, Buildings establish a “grain” connected with both physical passage and view

through the site, they do not seek to dictate a definitive language that need be adopted,

The introduction of a new east-west street serves to organize ramped access to underground parking
(cut into a central median) thereby making the means of entrance into a 1,900 car garage (at full build
out) into the amenity that a genuine strest offers, Facing the “Church Yard™ and the kindergarten to the
south and residential garden courts to the north, this new tree-lined strest becomes the spine of the
project, It is our hope that this street may be extended into future development to the east where a finer
grained urban neighbourhood might extend-Coptic or otherwise, While the street organizes the new
neighbourhood’s internal relationships of residential and institutional buildings, the plaza to the
southwest is a metropolitan-scaled threshold to the Cathedral, Museum and Community Centre, The
site is fissured with additional points of public access, On foot from the east between churches stairs
lead to the Sunday School and daycare facilities Passage from east to west is possible all along the
north side of the Cathedral and along the proposed street, while a staggered north-south grain of
buildings and spaces permits pedestrian movement from Steeles and the main Cathedral plaza to
Acadia

An urban landscape is used throughout the project, Different species and arrangements of street trees,
lawns, and hardscapes are intended, Surfaces will articulate the territory of the project, lending
identifiable character to its different parts, creating the sheltering amenity of trees, the cool and symbolic
presence of greens-the church vard-soft play areas for children, shaded courtyards for study, strolling
and casual congregation and monumental spaces for large scale events, The scope of parking is large;
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